
Suburban League By-laws 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Section 1: Meetings: 
 
Five regular meetings of the Suburban League (principals and athletic directors) shall be held during the 
regular school year.  These shall be held on the second Tuesday of each month in the months of 
September, November, January, March, and May.  For the January meeting the league superintendents 
shall also be invited.  The time and place for all of these meetings shall be determined by the League. 
 
There shall be a meeting of the member school’s athletic directors each month beginning in August and 
ending in June.  The time/date/location of the meetings shall be determined by the athletic directors. 
 
Special meetings may be called at the discretion of the League president. 
 
Middle school representatives, at least one from each League school, shall meet three times each year 
during the months of September, November, and May.   The date/time/location shall be determined by 
the League.  The chair person for the middle school meetings shall be the athletic director from the 
same school as the current League president. 
 
All middle school League members shall meet with the high school League members once each year.  
The time/date/location of such meeting shall be determined by the League. 
 

Section 2: Policies: 
 
The League shall sponsor any sport that has at least 3/4 of the member schools participating in that 
sport.  Two other options may also be considered when attempting to elevate a sport to league status: 

1. In either conference within the league, the league shall sponsor a sport if ¾ (6) of the schools in 
that conference field a team in said sport. 

2. If the total number of schools from BOTH conferences sponsoring a sport is at least eight (8), 
that sport shall also be granted league status. 

 League members who participate in an interscholastic sport which is sponsored by the League must 
compete within the Suburban League.  Sports with fewer than the required number of teams, will not be 
included in the All Sports points calculation nor will athletes be considered for any All League 
recognition. For scheduling purposes only, a “league” schedule may be developed. 
 
The Ohio High School Athletic Association (OHSAA) rules shall govern the affairs of the League. 
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Section 3: Finances: 
 
The annual dues shall be determined by the League.  These dues shall be sufficient to cover the 
projected costs to operate the League.  This amount shall be determined annually at the May League 
meeting.  The operation of the League shall be determined by the League.  Any League sponsored 
tournaments/meets shall be under-written by the League.  Profits from said events will become part of 
the League treasury.  Financial reports will be rendered for all League tournaments/meets.  Special 
assessments may be levied by the League.   

 
Section 4: Conference tournaments and previews: 
 
The League shall annually sponsor meets and/or tournaments in golf, cross country, swimming, track 
and wrestling.  At the discretion of the member schools, it may also sponsor previews in any sport.   The 
purposes of such previews are to sponsor competition in these sports among member schools and to 
generate revenue for the League treasury.  Expense monies for the operation of any of these events 
shall be part of the annual dues structure and will be paid from the League treasury.  Net revenue 
generated by these events shall be deposited in the League treasury. 
 

Section 5: Awards: 
 

HIGH SCHOOLS 

 Championships shall be recognized in each league sport.  In case of ties, similar recognition will 
be noted for all teams tying for any place.  

 A record of the final league standings for each sport shall be kept by the Commissioner.  Using 
the following calculation: 1st place =14 points, 2nd place =12 points, 3rd place =10 points, 4t place=8 points, 
5t place=6 points, 6th place= 4 points, 7th place=2 points, and 8th place=0 points standings for each sport 
shall be calculated.  The League school with the highest cumulative point total at the conclusion 
of the school year shall be declared the “All Sports Champion” for that year. 

 All League awards: 1st team, 2nd team and Honorable Mention for individuals shall be recognized 
with plaques (1st team) or certificates (2nd team and HM).  

 Scholar Athlete certificates will be awarded to ALL student athletes who complete the season as 
a  team member and who achieve at least a 3.5 GPA for the grading period of his/her sport. (Fall 
= 1st GP; Winter = 2nd GP; Spring = 3rd or 4th GP)  

 
 MIDDLE SCHOOLS 

 A record of wins and losses shall not be kept during the year nor compiled at the end of the year 
for sake of determining a League champion. 

 Trophies will not be awarded by the League since there are no League champions 

 The recognition of each member school’s athletes is the responsibility of the individual school.  
At no time, however, can nor should a school use the League as a basis of an award such as 
“League champion”, “League record”, etc.  There are many other ways to recognize the work of 
student-athletes during the season rather than using the League. 
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Section 6: Commissioner: 
 
A Commissioner shall be appointed by the League to carry out all the duties specified in the League 
approved job description.  An assistant to the Commissioner shall be appointed by the League to carry 
out all duties as specified in the League approved job description. 
 

Suburban League Commissioner 
Job Description 

Revised - 2/4/2010 

 
1.  Term of office to be from July 1 through June 30. 

2.  Organize and help direct all regular meetings of the League on a monthly basis. 

3.  Serve as corresponding and recording secretary for the League. 

4.  Serve as the financial secretary for the Suburban League and present a full and up to date financial 

report at each Executive Board  meeting. 

5.  Serve as a liaison and/or mediator between coaches and officials. 

6.  Observe at least one varsity Suburban League contest each week during the football, volleyball, 

basketball and wrestling seasons. 

7.  Assign and in-put (through MyOHSAA) all officials’ contracts for: freshman, JV and varsity football; 

freshman, JV and varsity volleyball; freshman, JV and varsity basketball; and JV and varsity wrestling. 

8.  Contract all league contest officials at least one full year prior to the date of the event. 

9.  Allow Athletic Directors the opportunity to suggest officials to be hired or not hired for league and 

non-league events. The exact procedure for hiring and rating officials shall be left to the discretion of the  

10.  Perform any other relevant duties assigned by the League for the efficient operation of the 

organization. 

11.  Be paid an amount determined annually by the League; such amount to be paid in two equal 

installments – May and December. 

12.  In accordance with the Athletic Directors, assist in running all Suburban League Tournaments. 
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13.  Be versed in computer technology – specifically Excel, and Word  as well as MyOHSAA and Arbiter.  

14. Construct schedules for all league sports; schedules to be presented for review to the athletic 

directors/principals for approval at least one full year before any schedule is to begin. 

 

 
Assistant to the Commissioner 

Job Description 
Revised 2/4/2010 

 
1. Term of office to be from July 1 through June 30 

 
2. Attend regularly scheduled meetings of the Suburban League 

 
3. Assign and in-put (via MyOHSAA) contracts for: 7th and 8th football; 7th and 8th volleyball; 7th and 

8th basketball; and 7th and 8th wrestling. 
 

4. Assist the Commissioner with any duties agreed upon by the Council and the Commissioner. 
 

5. Be paid an amount determined annually by the Athletic Council; amount to be paid in two equal 
installments – May and December. 

 
 

Section 7: Individual sport responsibilities: 
 
At the May meeting each year, a chairperson of each sport for the succeeding year will be designated by 
the president.  The chairperson for each sport will be responsible for organizing and running any 
meets/tournaments, committee selection for All League teams, and acting as a liaison between coaches 
and the League. 
 

Section 8: League passes/admissions: 
 
Suburban League passes will be issued yearly by the League.  The number of passes shall be determined 
by the League. 
 
No school personnel will be admitted, free of charge, without a valid Suburban League pass. 

       
Visiting bands (including chaperones) and cheerleaders, properly uniformed, will be admitted free of 
charge. 
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Golden Buckeye card holders will pay, at most, the student pre-sale ticket price.  Each League school will 
have the option whether or not to charge Golden Buckeye card holders.   
 
Each school shall be assigned fifty (50) Lifetime Passes for the period of ten years, beginning August  
2015.  These passes are to be issued to individuals recognized by each member school system in 
appreciation for their support of Suburban League athletics.  This issuance of a Lifetime Pass shall be left 
to the discretion of the administration at each Suburban League school.  If a member school needs 
additional passes before the ten (10) year time limit, the additional purchase must be approved by the 
League and paid for by the individual school requesting such passes. 
 
 
The League ticket price will be $6.00 for adults and $4.00 for students at the following events: 

 Varsity football – only $6.00 adult tickets sold at the gate 

 Varsity/JV soccer (if played at same site) 

 Varsity/JV  volleyball 

 Varsity swimming 

 Varsity/JV basketball 

 Varsity/JV wrestling 
 

 
 Pre-sale student tickets may be sold for home and away contests in football only with the home school 
retaining any revenue generated from such ticket sales.  Visiting team Senior Citizens ticket price shall 
be $4.00 (all schools currently do not charge home Senior Citizens via a variety of scenarios) unless a 
school chooses to admit them free;  pre-school students shall be admitted free of charge. 
 
League member schools may have the option of charging for regular season Middle School, freshman 
and JV events.  The fee structure will be established as follows: 

 Middle School events: schools may charge up to $2.00 for adults and $1.00 for students. 

 Stand alone freshman and JV events: schools may charge up to $3.00 for adults and $2.00 for 
students. 

Each member school choosing either/both option(s) must clearly publicize their intentions to do so to 
the other member League schools and at the site of the chosen event(s). 

 
 
Section 9: Protests: 
 
A protest committee consisting of the president, Commissioner, and an appointee of the president, shall 
handle all protests within the League.  Their decision on any such matters shall be final.  If a conflict of 
interest is involved, then the preceding year’s president shall take the place of the current president, if 
the preceding president is involved, the position shall go to the 2nd previous president, and so on.  In 
cases of disagreement among member League schools, such difference shall be submitted to the League 
for arbitration.  The schools involved shall not vote and a majority of the League’s members is required 
to take action in resolving such disagreements 
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Section 10: School Calamities: 
 
In the event of such calamities such as financial closing of schools, physical disaster to a team, etc. all 
attempts should be made to re-schedule missed contests. If re-scheduling is impossible, the affected 
school shall forfeit all affected contests, without financial penalty 
 
If school is cancelled there shall be no events played at the middle school level. All games will be given 
priority attempts to be rescheduled.  
 

Section 11: Policy violations: 
 
If any of the policies of the League are violated, the offending schools shall be notified in writing of such 
violation.   If such violation is not rectified immediately, the school system shall be placed on probation 
for one year.  One year from the date of probation if the violation is still not rectified, the school system 
shall be suspended from the League.  During the probationary period, the offending school system 
cannot be considered for any League championship. 

 
Section 12: Scheduling of contests: 
 
Rotation scheduling 
Using the order of schools as listed below, a rotation schedule  shall be constructed and followed for a 
period of two years; the second year will follow the same schedule as the first, but with home/away 
sited reversed.   
 
Rotation schedule (American Conference): 

1. Copley   2. Barberton  3. TBA   4. Aurora 
5. Highland  6. Kent Roosevelt 7. Revere  8. Tallmadge 

 
Rotation schedule (National Conference): 

1. Brecksville-Broadview Hts. 2. Cuyahoga Falls 3. Hudson  4. Wadsworth 
2. North Royalton        6. Stow  7. Twinsburg  8. Nordonia 

 

 
 
Football schedules 
League scheduled varsity football games will be scheduled in weeks 4 through 10 of the defined OHSAA 
football season.   JV and freshman football shall use week three (3) for either a non league opponent or 
to schedule their week 10 league opponent. 
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Section 13: Officials: 
 
The Commissioner shall have jurisdiction over the selection and assignment of varsity, JV and freshman 
officials for the following league sports: basketball, football, volleyball and wrestling.  The home school 
shall contract officials for high school swimming and track/field.  An independent certified OHSAA 
assigner, approved by a majority vote of the League shall assign officials for baseball, softball and soccer.  
The assistant to the Commissioner shall assign officials for middle school contests in basketball, football, 
volleyball and wrestling; the home school shall assign officials for middle school track. 
 
Revised- Sept. 2014 
Adopted - Nov. 2014 
Revised and Adopted – May 2015 
Scholar Athlete item adopted – Nov. 2015 
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